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If you work through
the finger patterns you
see that, for the six open-
string scales whose finger
patterns we wrote down,
there are only four repeat-
ing patterns. So you only
need to master these four

patterns.

A similar rule ap-
plies for the closed scales.
Even though we’re now
using our 4" finger (see
Figure 22) the shapes be-
have just as they did for
the open scales, except
now we can’t ignore the
4™ finger as it is part
of the scale pattern for

closed forms.

These scale patterns
are not meant as a sub-
stitute for reading music
and hearing your intona-
tion.  Rather they are
just a visual reminder, a
memory device, of how
to approach the scales,
open and closed, in vari-

ous keys.
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Figure 22: First position scale shapes - closed
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